
Software Piracy: Is It Happening In Your School? 
 
Q. Is it okay for schools to copy software?  
 
A. No, without the publisher's permission, it's not okay for schools to copy software. 
Software is protected by copyright law, which says that you can't make copies unless you 
obtain the permission of the copyright holder.  
 
Q. What exactly does the law say about copying software?  
 
A. The law says that it is illegal to make or distribute copies of copyrighted material, 
including software, without authorization. If you do so, this is piracy, and you may face 
not only a civil suit, but also criminal fines of up to $250,000 and jail terms of up to 5 
years.  
 
Q. Could I be accidentally pirating software?  
 
A. Yes, piracy in schools is happening both intentionally and accidentally. Most 
educators try to comply with the law. However educators have told SPA that they 
intentionally pirate software because: "their administrators tell them to do so because 
they don't have the budget to buy software"; "it is for the good of the students"; or "the 
software company won't miss the revenue from my one copy."  
 
Examples of accidental piracy include when schools:  
.buy hardware with pre-loaded software that does not have disks or documentation; .buy 
one copy of a software package and load it on multiple computers or network without  
an appropriate license agreement;  
.allow educators or students to take the software home and place it on their home 
computer;  
.buy one package and load the 5 1/4 inch disks and the 3 1/2 inch disks onto different 
PCs; .copy software off of bulletin boards that is not shareware, public domain, or 
freeware.  
 
Q. But aren't schools allowed to make copies for educational purposes?  
 
A. No. Like individuals and corporations, educational institutions are bound by the 
copyright  
law. Just as it would be wrong to buy one textbook and photocopy it for use by many 
students, it is wrong for a school to duplicate software without the authorization of the 
publisher. This means that educators cannot make unauthorized copies of software for 
themselves or their students to use in school or to take home.  
 
Q. We're planning to install a network for our students. How do we know how many 
copies of software we'll need to purchase?  
 
A. Remember that the installation of a network does not change your obligations with 
regard to the copyright law. When purchasing software for a network, be sure to ask the 
publisher what types of licensing arrangements are available for networks. Some 
software publishers allow schools to purchase a network license which authorizes the 
school to install stand-alone software on a network. In addition, many software 
publishers create special network versions which license the program to be run on the file 



server of a network. Because some publishers limit the number of workstations that are 
permitted to legally access the software on the network, it is very important to check the 
license agreement for any restrictions that may apply.  
 

 
 

ACCIDENTAL PIRATING 
 
Many computer users have found themselves caught in the piracy trap, unaware that they 
were doing anything illegal. To avoid such unpleasant surprises, it may be helpful to 
know the five basic ways a person can pirate software:  
 
Counterfeiting: Duplicating and selling unauthorized copies of software in such a 
manner as to try to pass off the illegal copy as if it was a legitimate copy produced by or 
authorized by the publisher.  
 
Soft lifting: Purchasing a single licensed copy of the software and loading it on several 
machines. contrary to the terms of the license agreement. This includes sharing software 
with friends and co-workers.  
 
Hard-disk loading: Selling computers pre-Loaded with illegal software  
 
Bulletin-board piracy: Putting software (that is not Shareware, Public Domain, or 
Freeware) on a bulletin board service for anyone to copy, or copying software (that is not 
Shareware, Public Domain, or Freeware) from a bulletin board service.  
 
Software rental: Renting software for temporary use (like you would a video). Here, you 
must examine the license agreement because a few publishers of CD ROM products are 
now allowing their products to be rented.  
 
It is easy to become an "accidental pirate." This is part of the reason piracy has become 
so costly to the software industry .To avoid being an accidental pirate, read the license 
agreement thoroughly.  
 
 
 

SAMPLE SOFTWARE CODE OF ETHICS 
 
All employees and students shall use software only in accordance with its license 
agreement. Unless otherwise noted in the license, or in the event that software arrived 
without a license agreement, any duplication of copyrighted software, except for backup 
and archival purchases, is a violation of federal law and [ District] policy. This signed 
Code of Ethics will be filed with the [District Software Manager/Principal/Academic 
Dean].  
 
1.  I will use software according to the provisions of the license agreements.  



 
2.  I will not make unauthorized copies of software under any circumstances  
 
3.  I recognize that the [District/School] will not tolerate the use of any illegal software 
copies on [District/School] computers.  
 
4.  I understand that anyone found copying software other than for backup purposes is 
subject to [District/School] disciplinary actions.  
 
5.  I understand that anyone found making illegal software copies may be subject to civil 
and criminal penalties up to $250,000 per worked copied and/or expulsion from the 
school district.  
 
6.  I will report any suspected misuse of software to the [District/School Software 
Manager/ Principal/School Board].  
 
Name:       
                      (please print)  
 
       
                        (signature) 
 
Date:        
 
 
 



RESOURCES 
 

TECH CORPS 
P.O.Box 832 

Sudbury, MA 01776 
508-620-7751 

http://www.ustc.org 
 

Computer Learning Foundation 
2165 Park Blvd. 

Palo Alto, CA 94306 
415-327-3347 

http://www .clf.org 
 

Software Publishers Association 
1730 M Street NW , Suite 700 

Washington DC 20036 
202-452-1600 

http://www .spa.org 
 

Computer Ethics Institute 
P. 0. Box 42672 

Washington DC 20020015 
202-548-0090 

http:llwww .brook.edu/its/cei/cei-hp.htm 
 

Massachusetts Software Council 
One Exeter Plaza, Suite 200 

Boston, MA 02116 
617-437-0600 

http://www .swcouncil.org 
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